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Introduction
Paul’s rooftop steeple is a neighborhood beacon, a symbol of welcome to the diverse scholars from across the
District of Columbia who seek a program offering academic rigor in a character building culture. Paul was awarded
its charter status in 2000, becoming the first conversion public charter school in Washington, DC (and only DCPS to
charter conversion).

As the founder of Paul PCS, Cecile R. Middleton spent two years steadily challenging the status quo and gained
nation-wide respect as a pioneer in the charter movement. Ms. Middleton was a trailblazer in education for decades
in Washington, DC, and she spent her final chapter at Paul ensuring that Paul scholars were given an opportunity to
excel beyond meager expectations. Although she passed in 2008, Ms. Middleton left a legacy of excellence.

Paul continues to provide its scholars with an exceptional education.  The Cecile R. Middleton Ninth Grade
Academy opened its doors in 2009, as Paul expanded its program to offer freshmen scholars an opportunity to
successfully transition into high school. Paul International High School opened its doors in the fall of 2013 with 125
9th graders and 100 10th graders from across the District of Columbia.

Mission
Paul Middle School’s mission is to educate our scholars and to develop in them the capacity to be responsible
citizens, independent thinkers, and leaders.

Middle School Promotion Requirements
To be promoted to the next grade level, a student must pass at least three content classes (Math, ELA, Science,
Social Studies). Students that do not meet this requirement must attend summer school. Therefore, if a student fails
three (3) or more core courses, they will be retained and have to repeat their current grade.

Program of Study

General Education Courses
These courses are standards-based and taught by teachers who, according to ESSA standards, are highly qualified.
Unless otherwise noted, all courses offered at Paul Middle School are general education courses. All scholars have
access to these courses.

Honors/Advanced Courses
Paul Middle School is committed to preparing all scholars for success in college and beyond.  To meet the needs of
scholars that are ready for accelerated work, honors/advanced courses are offered. Honors courses are designed to
challenge the scholar beyond the level offered in the general education course. In order to be placed in
honors/advanced courses, scholars must have a GPA of at least 3.4, high proficiency scores on MAP (ELA and
Math), and/or demonstrate strong work ethic and 95% completion of all assignments for all classes.

Courses for High School Credit
Select 8th grade students have the opportunity to take credit-bearing courses in the following subjects:

Algebra I Biology Spanish I

These courses cover the same content taught in our high school courses and use the same assessments. In each
course, students earning a 70% or higher are awarded 1 credit. These courses are denoted in the catalog with an “*”.
In order to be placed in HS credit bearing courses, scholars must have a GPA of at least 3.4, high proficiency scores
on MAP (ELA and Math), and/or demonstrate strong work ethic and 95% completion of all assignments for all
classes.
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Grade Recovery
Paul Middle School offers several options for scholars to recover credit during the year and during the summer. Grade
Recovery courses are available to students who have already enrolled in a course but failed to earn a passing grade,
allowing them an additional opportunity for students to learn course material and demonstrate their knowledge. Grade
recovery consists of the following:

Summer School – Summer school courses will be offered for scholars that need to pass core content classes in order
to be promoted. Scholars will be permitted to take a maximum of 2 courses per summer1.   During summer school,
scholars complete coursework on the power standards covered in the school year.   Scholars who successfully
complete summer school will earn a grade of 70%. The summer program includes flexible options for credit
recovery – from half day to full day schedules and other arrangements as deemed necessary. In some instances, we
will consider offering credit recovery after school or through more flexible scheduling, but always under the
supervision of a teacher.

End of Advisory- There are two additional opportunities for scholars to receive credit recovery. At the end of
advisory 1 and advisory 3, scholars with at 55 or higher will have the opportunity to recover a grade in a content
course by participating in our Saturday Credit Recovery Program that lasts between 4-8 weeks.

Course Progression

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade

English / Language
Arts

English 6 English 7
English 7 Honors

English 8
English 8 Advanced

Interventions Wilson Reading (Just Words), Reading Workshop

Mathematics Math 6 Math 7 Pre-Algebra
Algebra I*

Interventions Math Workshop, NTN Math

Science Earth Science Life Science Physical Science
Biology*

Social Studies Social Studies Ancient Civilization American History

Non-Core Content
Courses

African Drumming, Art, Art II - Advanced Studio Art (8th grade), Creative Writing,
Diversity of History, Health, Physical Education,

Spanish I* (8th grade), Spanish Culture

*Denotes a high school credit-bearing course.

1 In special cases, students approved by the Principal, Director of Schools, and CEO will be allowed to take a 3rd course.
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Grade Reporting

Grading Scale
Grades are based on a standard, 4.0 grade point average scale. Letter grades are issued quarterly for all courses.

Regular Grading Scale
Letter
Grade

Percentage Grade
Points

A 100 - 90 4.0
B 89 - 80 3.0
C 79 -70 2.0
F 69 and below 0

Note: As a school, Paul does not believe a passing grade should be given for below average work. Therefore, since
the letter grade D is typically defined as below average work and does not denote proficiency, Paul Middle School
and Paul International High School do not use the letter grade D. Thus, the lowest passing grade we honor for
students who take courses at Paul is a C, which connotes that the scholar has demonstrated mastery of the basic
standards. Note:  Paul Public Charter School will only honor D’s for scholars who were awarded a credit on their
transcript for a D from another LEA.
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COURSE OFFERINGS2

English Department
The English program emphasizes the development of the powers of comprehension, critical thinking, and
of coherence, cogency, and fluency in the expression and communication of ideas through oral and written
composition. Through literature, scholars will encounter human aspirations, foibles, courage, cowardice,
vulnerability, nobility of character, and integrity that should contribute to their own emotional and spiritual
maturity.

English 6
The objective of this course is to equip scholars for college and career readiness in the domain of English
Language Arts, by the practice of Common Core Standards-based assignments and tasks. Scholars will receive
instruction designed for mastery of the 6th grade ELA CCSS in reading and writing, incorporating cooperative
problem-solving strategies, teacher modeling and independent practice.  Scholars will be engaging in fictional
and informative reading and writing tasks, as well as practice academic dialogue to attain these goals.
Prerequisite: 6th grade standing.

English 7
This course is designed to prepare scholars to become strong readers, writers, communicators, critical thinkers,
and human beings. The course will focus on increasing each scholar’s reading stamina and the main traits of
good writing, including ideas/content, organization, word choice, and conventions (grammar and usage).
Scholars will read a variety of text based on specific themes throughout the year. Furthermore, scholars will
participate in various presentations, individual and group work and projects. Prerequisite: 7th grade standing.

English 7 Honors
This accelerated course is designed to prepare scholars to become strong readers, writers, communicators,
critical thinkers, and human beings. The course will focus on increasing each scholar’s reading stamina and the
main traits of good writing, including ideas/content, organization, word choice, and conventions (grammar and
usage). Scholars will read a variety of text based on specific themes throughout the year. Furthermore, scholars
will participate in various presentations, individual and group work and projects. This course moves at a faster
pace and covers more content than the general education English 7 course. Prerequisite: 7th grade standing.
Academic record, MAP and Reading Inventory data and teacher/staff recommendation.

English 8
This course will target students’ growth in the areas of reading, writing, listening, speaking, discussion,
reflection, and viewing. Reading strategies, critical thinking skills, and vocabulary building comprise the main
elements of reading instructions. Through fiction, nonfiction, and poetry reading, students will practice reading
strategies and comprehension skills. The focus of writing will be on narrative, informational, argumentative,
and research writing. The overall goal of the class is to increase the literacy and writing ability of students.

English 8 Advanced
This accelerated course will target students’ growth in the areas of reading, writing, listening, speaking,
discussion, reflection, and viewing. Reading strategies, critical thinking skills, and vocabulary building
comprise the main elements of reading instructions. Through fiction, nonfiction, and poetry reading, students
will practice reading strategies and comprehension skills. The focus of writing will be on narrative,
informational, argumentative, and research writing. The overall goal of the class is to increase the literacy and

2 All courses may not be offered every year. Some courses may have been discontinued but remain in the catalog for archival
purposes.
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writing ability of students. his course moves at a faster pace and covers more content than the general education
English 8 course. Prerequisite: 8th grade standing. Academic record, MAP and Reading Inventory data and
teacher/staff recommendation.

English Intervention Classes

Just Words
Just Words is a highly explicit, multisensory decoding and spelling program for students who have mild to
moderate gaps in their decoding and spelling proficiency but do not require intensive intervention. The program
is designed for students with below-average decoding and spelling scores. The program is part of our Tier III
interventions for students who need targeted word study focus. The targeted, high quality literacy instruction
provided in the Just Words program helps struggling students to build the skills they need to achieve at higher
academic levels across the Paul curriculum, which is our goal. Scholars will focus on word study in two
categories: high frequency words, which include many phonetically irregular words, and phonetically regular
words. Students will receive small group instruction daily. Within the lessons scholars are taught and practice all
concepts for reading automaticity and writing accuracy. These concepts are incremental and cumulative.  As
scholars progress through the Just Words curriculum, student mastery is determined by unit tests and progress
monitoring assessments. Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation and assessment data.

Reading Workshop
Read 180 is an intensive reading intervention that has been designed to meet the needs of each scholar whose
reading achievement is below proficient level. Paul’s intervention will directly address each individual need
through adaptive and instructional software, and small group instruction. Scholars will be given assessments to
assess mastery of reading objectives in the Read 180 software. Students will receive small group instruction
daily, and will also be responsible for working independently to master skills he/she is deficient in. Prerequisite:
Teacher recommendation and assessment data.

Mathematics Department
As a mathematics department at Paul, we believe all scholars can and deserve to learn and that all scholars
are capable of critical thinking and problem solving. Our mission is to arm scholars with lifelong
mathematical knowledge, skills, and strategies that will enable them to be academically competitive in
college and career.

Math 6
Sixth grade mathematics is about (1) connecting ratio and rate to whole number multiplication and division and
using concepts of ratio and rate to solve problems; (2) completing understanding of division of fractions and
extending the notion of number to the system of rational numbers, which includes negative numbers; (3)
writing, interpreting, and using expressions and equations; and (4) developing understanding of statistical
thinking. Prerequisite: 6th grade standing.

Math 7
Seventh grade mathematics is about (1) developing understanding of and applying proportional relationships;
(2) developing understanding of operations with rational numbers and working with expressions and linear
equations; (3) solving problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions, and working
with two- and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area, and volume; and (4)
drawing inferences about populations based on samples. Prerequisite: 7th grade standing.
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Pre-Algebra
This class is designed to build strong Algebra foundation skills in order to properly prepare scholars for success
in 9th grade Algebra. Topics covered include simplifying expressions, solving equations, coordinate planes, and
verbal expressions. Prerequisite: 8th grade standing.

Algebra I* 1.0 credit
This course is the foundation for high school mathematics courses and is the bridge from the concrete to
the abstract study of mathematics. The five critical areas of study in Algebra 1 are: relationships between
quantities and reasoning with equations, linear and exponential relationships, descriptive statistics,
expressions and equations and quadratic functions and modeling.  Scholars engage in methods for
analyzing, solving, and using quadratic functions. Real world applications are presented within the course
content. Graphs and linear systems are stressed, as are polynomial, rational, and radical expressions and
equations. The Standards of Mathematical Practice will be applied throughout the course.  In Honors
Algebra 1, scholars will complete extended projects and cover additional topics. Prerequisite: 9th grade
standing. 8th graders enrolled in Algebra I are selected based on overall 7th grade math course
performance, MAP assessment scores, and course assessment performance.

Math Intervention Classes

Math Workshop
Math 180 is an intensive math intervention that has been designed to meet the needs of each scholar whose
math achievement is below proficient level. Paul’s intervention will directly address each individual need
through adaptive and instructional software, and small group instruction. Scholars will be given assessments to
assess mastery of Math objectives in the Math 180 software. Students will receive small group instruction daily,
and will also be responsible for working independently to master a skill he/she is deficient in. Prerequisite:
Teacher recommendation and assessment data.

NTN Math
NTN Math utilizes Key Elements of Mathematics Success, which are concept-based lessons that support
instruction through the use of multiple representations to develop deep conceptual understanding. These lessons
are designed to work in conjunction with any math program, as many NTN Math students take the course as
well as their grade level mathematics course. Scholars are guided from concrete to abstract representations of
math concepts by teacher modeling and cooperative learning groups.  This process scaffolds student learning
and helps students see the crucial connection between multiple representations. Scholars will focus on
instructional strategies that build mathematical concepts and connections through best practices utilizing the
following seven proven methodologies: Problem solving, manipulatives, pictorial, graphic organizers, engaging
activities, formative assessment, and systematic review. Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation and assessment
data.

Science Department
The Paul science faculty will equip all scholars with an understanding of the natural world in order to be responsible
citizens in a high-tech society. We will ensure that scholars will develop critical thinking skills through active
engagement in inquiry-based science. The science department strongly supports exposing children to off-campus
learning and other exploratory experiences. As a faculty, we are committed to creating a safe scholar-centered
learning environment for all scholars to achieve.
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Earth Science
The purpose of this course is to ensure that students become aware of how the world they live in functions.
Through inquiry based learning, students will focus on the planet we inhabit, including our place in the solar
system, the features of Earth, the resources available on Earth, and our weather and climate. Students will
participate in labs, presentations, and projects. Prerequisite: 6th grade standing.

Life Science
This course is designed to prepare students to become observers of the natural world, critical thinkers, and
positive contributors to society. The course will focus on life and the complexities that allow it to be. Students
will explore living things from the smallest unit of life, cells, to large scale interactions in populations and
communities.  Students will use inquiry based learning to build on their foundational knowledge of biology.
Prerequisite: 7th grade standing.

Life Science Honors
This accelerated course is designed to prepare students to become observers of the natural world, critical
thinkers, and positive contributors to society. The course will focus on life and the complexities that allow it to
be. Students will explore living things from the smallest unit of life, cells, to large scale interactions in
populations and communities.  Students will use inquiry based learning to build on their foundational
knowledge of biology This course moves at a faster pace and covers more content than the general education
Life Science course. Prerequisite: 7th grade standing, academic record and teacher/staff recommendation.

Physical Science
This course presents students an introduction to the fields of physics and chemistry through the study of 
motion, Newton's laws of motion, momentum and energy, universal gravitation, projectile and satellite motion,
fluid mechanics, thermal energy and thermodynamics, heat transfer and change of phase, static and current
electricity, magnetism and electromagnetic induction, waves and sound, light waves, properties of light, atoms
and the periodic table. Prerequisite: 8th grade standing.
 
Biology* 1.0 credit
Biology is intended to introduce scholars to concepts of modern biology through laboratory experiences
and two major domains: skills and processes of science and concepts of biology. This course will focus on
such topics as biochemistry, cytology, genetics, human anatomy and physiology, evolution, biodiversity,
and ecology. The successful completion of this course will develop the understanding of concepts through
critical thinking, science inquiry, applications of science and technology. Every year, scholars experience
comparative anatomy through animal dissections. Prerequisite: 9th grade standing, 8th graders enrolled in
Biology are selected based on overall 7th grade math course performance.

Social Studies Department
The specific objectives of the department are to develop an appreciation for and understanding of the
diverse racial, religious, and ethnic backgrounds that characterize both the national and international
scenes and to encourage a sense of responsibility in making rational decisions compatible with the values
of a democratic society.  Through the History curriculum, scholars will be able to think critically; analyze a
variety of documents; write expository, persuasive, and narrative essays using specific factual evidence;
and further express their ideas and opinions in an academic setting through debate, discussions,
questioning, technology, and visual and artistic means.
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Social Studies
The world around us is forever changing, and geography is the key to understanding those changes. In this
course, we will study our shared stories of adaptation, creation, and destruction. We will analyze maps of the
world to not only be able to locate countries and regions but describe and understand the cultures and practices
of the people who live there. The end result being that we will build the skills necessary to generate questions
and solve problems about global issues such as globalization, urbanization, and economic systems. Prerequisite:
6th grade standing.

Ancient Civilization
Prerequisite: 7th grade standing. Study the lives of people at a particular time and in a particular place,
investigate the beliefs and social systems of people, the ways they organize to govern themselves, and the ways
they earn a living and produce goods and services. In addition, we will focus on the causes of events, and the
ways different groups see and understand events and phenomena.  We will look at the lives of people and see
how events are influenced by different groups, and how the events affect different individuals and groups.

American History
This class will cover the first part of the United States’ history. The focus of this class will be from the beginnings of the
American continents and European colonization to the Reconstruction Era. Students will focus on a variety of topics and
eras including looking at Native American cultures, exploration, the slave trade, the American Revolution, the War of
1812, the early Industrial Revolution, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. Prerequisite: 8th grade standing.

Non-Core Content Courses (Electives)

African Drumming
This course will teach scholars the history, various drumming styles, and cultural aspects of West African
folklore music . The course will focus on how  traditional music plays a major role in politics.scholars will also
learn about the origins of bucket Drumming  it will include  ideas/content, hand and eye coordination,rudiment
and playing various styles on Buckets (stick drums) and the Djembe. Scholars will also focus on 13 countries
inWest  Africa that produce imports and exports. Scholars will participate in various  virtual performances,
individual and group projects, small in class competitions and assessments, as well as create their own music.
Prerequisite: None.

Art
In this course students can expect to be introduced to Art History  as well as projects connecting to the Elements
of Art and Principles of Design. This course is designed to give students a thorough understanding of how art
and the power of image helped shape history and impacted multiple nations, cultures, religions and events
throughout time. During this course, scholars can expect to be introduced to art from around the world and see
examples of art from various cultures and time periods and compare and contrast them with images from one or
more countries or cultures during the same time periods to develop an understanding of their culture impact and
significance. Prerequisite: None.

Art II - Advanced Studio Art
In this course, students can expect to significantly expand their skills and knowledge learned in connection to
the elements of art. This class will have a heavy focus on technique, where each project will focus on a different
skill set that will be perfected by completing various art projects. Students will also research topics that connect
to their theme, the end result of the course will be a complete comprehensive thematic portfolio, which will be
presented in a REQUIRED final presentation during the final weeks of school. Prerequisite: 8th grade status
and teacher/staff recommendation.
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Creative Writing
This is a Creative Writing class centered around Social Emotional Learning. Paul has partnered with One World
Education to provide a writing program and curriculum centered around Social Justice. Scholars will engage in
various forms and styles of writing. These include formal letter writing, poetry, speeches, short stories, and
more. The goal of the course is for scholars to become more emotionally intelligent, confident, and articulate
their feelings and opinions. This is a safe space for scholars to share their thoughts, ideas, and writing.
Prerequisite: None.

Diversity of History
This course is intended to provide students with a general understanding the African American experience,
telling the untold story of people of color, and stretch your thinking of history. This course is designed to
provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to critically evaluate a variety of
issues in American History. Students will learn to assess historical materials, with regards to relevance,
perspective, and reliability, while gaining a broader understanding of this country’s past. An additional goal is
developing the skills necessary to form conclusions based on informed judgment and to present your reasoning
and evidence in a clear and persuasive essay format. Prerequisite: None.

Health
Health is a course that will guide students through the many dimensions of wellness. The Health Education
Course is designed to enhance the awareness and knowledge of healthy lifestyle choices. Several adolescent risk
behaviors (tobacco use, dietary patterns that contribute to disease, sedentary lifestyles, sexual behaviors, alcohol
and drug use will be addressed while advocating for the students to make healthy choices for their overall
health. We will also cover mental and emotional health, and nutrition. Prerequisite: None.

Physical Education
This course is designed to promote student learning with regard to health issues that affects their immediate and
long term health. Maintaining a healthy way of living requires a balance of physical, mental-emotional, and
social well-being. Health education provides students with knowledge of skills necessary to confront health
related issues and make smooth transition from puberty to adolescence. The purpose of physical education is to
educate the whole young person by developing mental and physical skills through a daily program of movement
education and physical fitness. Prerequisite: None.

Spanish I* 1.0 credit
Spanish I is a rigorous course that will prepare scholars to succeed in Spanish II and III and at the college
level. Spanish I will also prepare scholars to interact with Spanish speakers in everyday situations.
Scholars will acquire reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills through units centered around real life
issues and themes. The course has a strong cultural focus and includes regular lessons on Spanish speaking
cultures. Prerequisite: None for High School; 8th grade students were selected for Spanish I based on the
following criteria:  overall 7th grade ELA course performance, MAP assessment scores, and course
assessment performance.

Spanish Culture
This course allows students the opportunity to learn about cultures throughout Latin America and Spain.
Students will learn about Latin American and Spanish religions, food, dance, etc. The course also allows
scholars the opportunity to learn and speak the language as well. Prerequisite: None.
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