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Thank you for your interest in Paul Public
Charter School (Paul PCS). Paul PCS 

is a family that bridges generations of 
M.E.R.I.T. Scholars, educators, and leaders.
Here at Paul, we are developing Motivated,
Educated, Responsible, Independent Thinkers
- “M.E.R.I.T.” Scholars who are ready to face
the rigors of college and eager to secure
their place as global leaders who will address
some of the world’s most pressing issues.

Open our doors and you will discover an exciting educational community dedicated 
to taking your middle or high school scholar to the next levels of academic 
achievement, leadership, and character development through discipline and diligence. 
As you walk our hallways, you will see active classroom learning -- students translating 
a rigorous text in Spanish, digesting a complex science concept, mapping out a 
modern dance routine, or presenting their perspective on critical problems impacting 
our nation and the world. 

For nearly two decades, Paul PCS has worked to continue the strong legacy of 
academic excellence set forth by Paul’s founder, Mrs. Cecile Middleton. We are 
particularly proud that 100% of Paul graduates have been accepted to college and 
their entrance to college is pacing far ahead of the state average. 

I personally welcome you to visit our beautiful campus to learn more about what 
our schools have to offer you and your child. I am excited that you are considering 
choosing Paul and am eager to welcome you into the Paul community.    

In Service,  
Dr. Tracy L. Wright, Chief Executive Officer
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Paul PCS’s rooftop steeple 

is a neighborhood beacon, 

a symbol of welcome to the 

diverse students from across 

the District of Columbia 

who seek a program 

offering academic rigor in a 

character-building culture. 

Paul PCS was awarded its charter 

status in 2000, becoming the first 

conversion public charter school in 

Washington, DC (and only DCPS to 

charter conversion). Named after a 

pioneering DC educator, Edward Paul, 

and operating as a DC Public School 

since 1930, Paul PCS has a strong 

tradition of academic excellence and 

community involvement.

As the 

founder of Paul 

PCS, Cecile 

R. Middleton

spent two 

years steadily 

challenging 

the status quo, 

and gaining 

nationwide respect as a pioneer in the 

charter movement. As a trailblazer in 

education for decades in the city, Ms. 

Middleton spent her final chapter at 

Paul PCS and ensured that Paul PCS 

Scholars were given an opportunity 

to excel beyond meager expectations. 

Although she passed in 2008, Ms. 

Middleton left a legacy of excellence, 

as Paul PCS continues to provide 

its scholars with an exceptional 

education.

HISTORY
A BRIEF HISTORY
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Paul Public Charter School (Paul PCS), 

located in Northwest Washington, DC, has 

a strong tradition of academic excellence 

and community involvement. Founded 

in 1930 as Paul Junior High School, Paul 

PCS converted to a charter middle school 

in 2000 to better serve its students. 

Paul PCS provides a college preparatory 

program for grades 6-12 with a focus on 

global awareness and engagement. The 

mission of Paul Public Charter School is 

to educate our students and to develop 

in them the capacity to be responsible 

citizens, independent thinkers, and 

leaders. In the 2009-2010 school year, 

Paul PCS began serving high school 

students, subsequently graduating its first 

senior class in June 2016. Paul PCS has 

two schools, Paul Middle School and Paul 

International High School, on the same 

campus.

HISTORY
MISSION  
AND GOALS
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PAUL MIDDLE SCHOOL
Paul Middle School prepares students for the rigors of college beginning 

in the sixth grade with our well-established Social Emotional Learning 

curriculum that engages students in the essential skills needed for college 

achievement.  Additionally, our core middle school academic curriculum 

incorporates 21st-century college readiness skills such as effective 

communication, critical thinking, time management, collaboration, and 

problem-solving.

Credit-bearing high school Algebra 

I and Spanish courses are offered 

to eighth-grade scholars, uniquely 

positioning them to take Advanced 

Placement courses as early as their 

sophomore year at Paul International 

High School.  Project-based learning and 

individualized class scheduling ensure 

that all will receive the necessary skills 

for success in high school and college. 

Paul Middle School incorporates a 

robust family engagement program 

heavily supported by a five-year 

partnership with the Flamboyan 

Foundation. Student-led academic 

conferences, home visits, and a school 

attendance rate that is consistently 

over 94% are examples of the impact 

of our strong engagement and family 

commitment. In addition, arts and 

science exploration and summer study 

abroad opportunities to countries such 

as Ghana, Japan, and Costa Rica further 

prepare Paul PCS’s scholars for the 

understanding of multiple perspectives 

needed to be successful in college.
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PAUL INTERNATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL
Paul International High School (PIHS) prepares students to enter and 

succeed in college and life in a global society with a rigorous college-

prep and international studies program. PIHS has a proven track record 

indicated by its 100% college acceptance, as well as college matriculation 

and persistence rates that double DC’s average.

PIHS achieves these results 

consistently because of mandatory 

SAT preparation courses that support 

students in achieving SAT averages 

that outpace the DC state average. 

PIHS Scholars are prepared daily for 

college with a grade-specific college 

access program, and they have the 

opportunity to grapple early with the 

complexities of college-level work 

through their engagement in our nine 

Advanced Placement course offerings 

which include AP English Language, AP 

English Literature, AP US Government & 

Politics, AP Spanish Language & Culture, 

AP Psychology, AP Studio Art, and AP 

US History.  Additionally, many PIHS 

Scholars participate in dual enrollment 

opportunities in partnership with the 

University of the District of Columbia 

and at top-tier universities across the 

country through the OSSE Scholars 

program. 

PIHS employs a “wholistic” approach 

to developing its scholars by offering 

comprehensive fine and performing arts 

courses, French and Spanish courses 

(through advanced levels), and more.  

Eligible students are invited to explore 

the world through travel by participating 

in Paul PCS’s International Travel and 

Study Abroad program. 
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CECILE MIDDLETON SIXTH & 
NINTH GRADE ACADEMIES
Paul’s newly restructured Cecile Middleton Academies provide a nurturing and 

supportive environment for its sixth & ninth grade scholars. 

The Cecile Middleton “Paul Prep” program 

supports the transition to middle school for 

Paul’s youngest scholars. The sixth-grade 

instructional team develops grade-appropriate 

incentives and activities to ensure a successful 

sixth-grade year, while intensely addressing 

student-specific academic needs. Paul Prep 

motivates, supports, and encourages scholars 

to begin middle school prepared and creates 

a space for them to thrive immediately. After 

completing a year in Paul Prep, Paul Middle 

School Scholars engage in programming 

that is structured to allow them to exercise 

more independence and to develop a sense 

of empowerment in preparation for Paul 

International High School. 

After the middle school grades, Paul PCS 

Scholars matriculate and flourish in our “Cecile 

Middleton Ninth Grade Academy”, the freshmen 

component of the Paul International High School 

that has an intensified focus on college readiness 

and preparation. Freshmen students engage in 

their first of four “Global Studies” courses, which 

have a dual purpose of preparing scholars with 

organizational and management skills necessary 

to succeed in high school and engaging them 

in exploring global issues that impact their lives 

and communities. Throughout the year students 

are involved in community and relationship 

building with their peers, they engage in 

activities to earn community service hours, and 

they learn critical research skills in preparation 

for their senior year capstone project.  This 

project allows students to demonstrate research, 

writing and speaking skills necessary for 

success in college and beyond. As a result of 

participation in the Cecile Middleton Ninth Grade 

Academy, scholars establish a strong foundation 

for critical thinking and writing that ensures they 

will be ready to compete and thrive in college 

and in the world.  
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Developing 
College-

Ready Global 
Scholars
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Paul PCS’s International Studies Program is designed to provide scholars with the 

skills and knowledge necessary for success in college and career. Scholars learn to 

affect positive social change locally and globally through partnership organizations 

like the Asia Society, Peace Thru Culture and LearnServe International.

International 
Studies 
Program 

PIHS enriches and reinforces 

the development of college-

ready global scholars through:

Capstone College Readiness: 

Starting in ninth grade, scholars 

learn 21st-century college 

research skills as they begin 

to explore global issues and 

prepare to declare a global 

major.  Tenth-grade scholars 

learn vital skills of recognizing 

and acknowledging diverse 

perspectives, while also 

honing their ability to defend 

their own perspective. In 

their junior year, Paul PCS 

Scholars communicate ideas 

and solutions to a mass 

audience through blogging, 

social media, writing and 

public presentations. Seniors 

complete a capstone project, 

generating and presenting a 

real-world solution to their 

chosen global issue. Paul 

PCS alumni have used their 

capstone projects to start clubs 

and non-profit organizations 

that address issues such as 

recycling, human trafficking, 

and the impact of parental 

incarceration on children. 

Global Focused Enrichment: 

Paul PCS’s global electives 

include Constitutional Law, 

AP Spanish, Cultural Dance, 

African Drumming, Global 

Art and more.  Additional 

opportunities include an annual 

senior symposium, international 

art performances, student-

led travel presentations, and 

international guest speakers. 

Scholars also participate in 

state oratorical competitions 

and have spoken on colorism, 

extreme poverty, and waste. 

International Travel & Study 

Abroad Program: The world 

becomes their classroom as 

Paul PCS Scholars travel to 

explore history through culture, 

nature, environment, language, 

and community development. 

Over 60 scholars have traveled 

to ten or more countries, 

to include Japan, Paraguay, 

Cuba, Panama, Jamaica, Italy, 

England, and Zambia.
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SIGNATURE PROGRAMS
Arts 
At Paul PCS you will find a variety of artistic outlets for scholars. 

Students grow independently through the arts and develop 

confidence that manifests in other areas. Such offerings include 

visual art, AP Studio Art, concert band, chorus, dance and drama, 

theatre, multimedia, technology, school-wide art showcases, 

annual musicals, and vocal music performances. Our scholars 

connect core content to the arts on a daily basis, as well as 

develop specialized skills in arts courses. Through community 

partnerships with the Alvin Ailey Foundation and Kennedy Center, 

scholars have traveled to New York and California to learn from 

industry professionals.   

Athletics
Paul PCS educates the whole student by 

teaching scholars how to remain fit and 

healthy in daily routines. Paul PCS offers an 

array of sports programs during the day and 

after school. Components of the Athletic 

Program include basketball, soccer, track 

and field, cheerleading, football, baseball, 

volleyball, intramurals and more. Paul PCS 

holds division titles in baseball, basketball, 

soccer, and flag football. Additionally, 

physical education and health courses are 

offered during the school day. Paul’s coaches 

receive training from the Positive Coaching 

Alliance and are thus prepared to instill 

sportsmanship, character development, and 

work ethic. Paul PCS student-athletes have 

gone on to become high school, college, and 

professional athletes.
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SIGNATURE PROGRAMS Extended  
Day Clubs 
Paul PCS’s Extended Day 

Program includes a rich 

variety of clubs and activities. 

They are designed to help 

scholars discover and develop 

their own talents, so they 

can become well-rounded 

adults. Scholars have the 

opportunity to participate in 

school-wide performances 

and events to showcase their 

talents and skills to parents 

and classmates. Some of 

Paul’s popular clubs and after-

school activities include:

Homework Center  

Elite African Percussion Club  

Cooking Club 

Art Club  

National Junior Honor Society 

The Paul Dancers 

Robotics  

Girls Who Code        

Wiz Kids 

Exquisite Modeling  

Pirate Drumline 

Taekwondo  

Stage Crew 

My Brother’s Keeper 
President Obama boldly announced, the “My Brother’s 

Keeper” (MBK) initiative in 2014, which aims to create 

opportunities for young boys and men to reach their full 

potential.  In response, Paul PCS launched the first school-

based program in any DC public or charter school. This 

program galvanizes the community around issues facing 

young men of color. 

Paul PCS’s MBK program includes one-on-one and group 

mentoring, Saturday academies, college exploration, an 

ironman challenge, and a culminating boys conference.  Our 

MBK partners include the George Washington University & 

Rebound 4 Success Institute, W.K. Kellogg Foundation, the DC 

Trust, and the MBK Alliance. Paul PCS remains committed to 

this cause and is currently in its fifth year of providing year-

long mentoring for male scholars. 

Paul Girls Mentoring Program
Through partnerships with An Earthly Embrace, Inc. 

and Sisterhood Achieving Self-Understanding, Success, 

Individuality, and Excellence (or “S.A.S.S.I.E”), Inc., Paul PCS 

provides a unique mentoring program for 6th-12th grade 

girls on a range of topics to include self-esteem, leadership, 

confidence, healthy relationships, career-visioning, and 

planning. 

Throughout the program, girls are introduced to and 

mentored by women who have excelled in careers such as law 

enforcement, the legal field, education, computer science, and 

politics. The year-long Saturday Academy culminates with a 

powerful “Raising Queens” Girls Conference, which focuses 

on preventing teen-dating violence and developing a positive 

self-image.
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