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August 7, 2019 

Dear Paul International High School Families, 

I am so honored to introduce myself as your Principal and welcome you to Paul International 

High School for the 2019-2020 school year.  I am grateful to those of you who have already 

spent time meeting with me, and I look forward to meeting all of our families as we collaborate 

on plans for the upcoming school year.  As we embark on this journey together, it's important 

that I learn as much as I can about you and our scholars and share some of who I am and what 

drives me to do this work.  Therefore, I'd like to share a little about my background and 

educational philosophy. 

I am a native Washingtonian and product of the DC Public School System.  In 2004 I was one of 

the founding staff for Two Rivers Public Charter School (PCS).  I have six years of 

administration experience, including having served as the founding Principal of Two Rivers at 

Young campus starting in 2014, where I led the planning and opening of the first Expeditionary 

Learning (EL) elementary school to successfully replicate in the nation.  During the first eighteen 

(18) months I led Two Rivers at Young to dramatic increases in student achievement, attaining 

Tier 1 status in record time. 

My previous experience taught me the importance of listening as the key first step to building 

strong, trusting, collaborative relationships within a community.  I am so excited to get started on 

this effort with each of you in the Paul family.  Equally important, I firmly believe that culture 

and community are the essential cornerstones of all highly successful schools.  This is the 

foundation that propels a school from good to great. I am a hands-on administrator, focused on 

accountability, data driven analysis, goal setting, shared leadership and capacity building for our 

staff.  I promote continuous development and will be actively engaged with the entire Paul HS 

community.  Likewise, I emphatically believe in teaching to the whole child. Academic learning 

cannot be realized without social-emotional learning. 

I adhere to a core set of values that I believe are critical to all institutions of learning, and 

specifically for PIHS.  Those values center on integrity, honesty, transparency, patience, equity 

and accountability.  I understand the impact a strong and positive culture has on our community- 

particularly on the success and growth of our scholars.  In keeping with this, my Leadership 

Vision is:  "To prepare students to be critical thinkers and lifelong learners, in a rapidly changing 

global community, embracing the core values of honesty, integrity, character and compassion".  

Likewise, it’s important to know that I have extremely high expectations.  For myself.  Our staff.  

Our students.  And for all of our families.  Together, we are the “community” that will drive 

success for the school. 

In closing, I want you to know that I take extreme pride in investing my time and effort into 

ensuring that staff, students and families feel supported and part of an inclusive community.  It is 

not by luck that I ended up at Paul International High School.  I see myself in the students here, 



 
 

5800 Eighth Street NW, Washington DC  20011  
 202.291.7499 | fax 202.291.7495 | www.paulcharter.org  Page 2 of 2 

and I’m committed to providing the students with the role model and critical tools necessary to 

succeed. 

I look forward to each step of this exciting journey with all of you beginning the week of August 

19, 2019. 

Sincerely, 

 

Guye D. Turner 

 

Guye D. Turner 

Principal, PIHS 

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence 

plus character - that is the goal of true education.” 

Dr. Martin Luther King 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


